					World Victory Church		for Sunday Feb 19, 2012
			      “How to be an Effective Witness for the Lord”

I. Matthew 28:19-20
A. “Teach” (Make Disciples)
1. This is the Great Commission from the Lord: Give freely to others what has been freely given to you!
2. Acts 20:35 “It is more blessed to give than to receive.”
B. Who is qualified?
1. II Corinthians 5:17-21 (Ambassador – Representative) – If you are born again, you are His witness.  What have you witnessed from the Lord? Answer: His goodness, His healing, His comfort, His life.  This is what you give to others!
2. Acts 1:8 “You shall be witnesses (my ambassador)…”
3. Remember, one word from God can change a life forever.  What kind of words are you speaking to those around you?
II. Answering the questions of how and when to witness?
A. Your life is your witness!
1. Matthew 5:14-16 “Let your light shine before men.”  Notice “YOUR” – Personal relationship with God brings a person into understanding ownership and being an heir.
2. People are watching… So give them something “good” to talk about!
3. What you say and what you do makes a difference.
B. Be led by the Spirit
1. Acts 8:26-30 – Notice Phillip’s obedience (He ran).  When the Spirit leads, follow, and be quick with your Father’s business! (Someone is going to hell and you must stop them!)
2. Instead of just waiting for an opportunity to witness, start looking for it!  Your expectancy will create open doors…. And in giving salvation to others, you bring salvation to yourself (the law of sowing and reaping).
C. Preach the Word
1. Not feelings, emotions, or experiences – you are qualified to preach the Word because of God’s Grace alone; anything else can be a distraction!
2. Never use condemnation or the “if you were to die tonight” way of thinking!  The message of Salvation is not about what happens after you die; it is the answer on how to live… not only in this life but eternally with your Creator!
3. Romans 2:4 “Goodness of God that leads people to repentance.”  - Don’t just tell them; Show them! (Luke 8:1)
4. Teach them how to be reborn (John 3:3) and how to receive the Holy Spirit (Luke 11:13)
